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In the Spotlight: Deb Weinberg 
 

Deb Weinberg has been a fixture 

around the Chester County 

Historical Society since she began 

her volunteer activity back in 1996. 

She has been mainly involved with 

the Curatorial Department, and 

along with her long term coworker, 

Jean Billet, has catalogued entire 

collections like the Chester County 

Historical Society Quilt Collection, 

the Butter Molds, Political Buttons 

and Ribbons, Baskets and more. 

Her interest in this area has opened 

new vistas for Deb. She became 

involved in photography so that the 

artifacts would be properly 

documented. She learned data entry 

and became involved in contributing to the computer database 

with a complete worksheet and photograph of each item 

entered into the computer system. Her main concern is how 

the collections are documented and housed. 

To make life easier, and working closely with Jean, she 

reorganized the file cabinets so information would be easier to 

find.  She has been responsible for the cataloging of many of 

the Societyôs important collections. 

Deb has long been interested in the arts and artifacts. She grew 

up in Hinckley, Ohio, entered nursing school following high 

school, and graduated with a 3-year registered nursing degree. 

Next, she moved to Boston, Massachusetts where she met her 

husband who was a medical student there. They moved to 

Washington and married, spending 8 years living in Virginia.  

While there, she decided to go back to school at George 

Mason University to obtain a degree in Art History. 

In 1984, they left the Washington area for Philadelphia, 

settling first in the Main 

Line and later moving to 

Uwchlan Township where 

they still reside. Her 

husband is a doctor in 

private practice, associated 

with Chester County 

Hospital. 

Deb has a daughter, Leah, 

who is now 23 and recently 

graduated from college. She 

has decided on a career in 

Musicology and will be 

entering the PhD program at the 

University of Michigan at Ann 

Arbor in the fall. 

While Leah was a senior in high 

school, Deb was hired as a theme 

reader, a part time position in the 

Downingtown school system. She 

works closely with the English 

teachers grading papers and 

working one-on-one with the kids 

to improve their English language 

and writing skills. 

An avid cat fan, Deb has two 

wonderful kitties: Simon who is 

part Maine Coon and Bert, a black 

Tuxedo cat. Bertôs distinctive 

white markings on his chest leave no doubt as to how this 

breed developed its name. Both cats were strays ï and some of 

Debôs volunteer activities are cat related. She works with Cat 

Angel, a cat shelter, and she goes into Pet Smart once a week 

to take care of the cats that are caged there. 

Volunteering is just part of what makes up Debôs busy days. 

She is an enthusiastic runner, jogging to keep in shape. She 

enjoys needlecrafts: knitting, crocheting, cross stitching and 

more although she finds it hard to find the time these days. 

She loves going out to the movies. And she is a big Harry 

Potter fan. She also likes to read sci-fi, mystery and young 

adult fantasy books. 

The Weinbergs intend to eventually retire to Santa Fe, New 

Mexico. In fact, they have a condominium there now and plan 

to spend July and August out there this summer. Deb is 

interested in all things Southwestern, and is looking forward to  

hiking, biking, and shopping in  

the pueblos and high desert of New 

Mexico. 

Chances are you wonôt see much 

of Deb Weinberg at the Society 

this summer. Her dance card is 

pretty full right now. But look for 

her come September tackling the 

job of cataloging one of the 

Societyôs collections.  - Whitney 

Smith 
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Volunteer Council 

 Presidentôs Report 
 

April and May have been busy months at CCHS.  The 

Education department serviced 1856 school children from 

surrounding school districts.  The staff has been meeting 

regularly to establish plans to ensure our future, financially 

and structurally.  Kim Hall, CCHS President, held a question 

and answer meeting with the volunteers and has scheduled the 

same type meeting for all the members of CCHS. 

 

Carol Grigson, our history day coordinator and the major 

reason this program has been so successful, has informed us 

we have two state winners going to the national contest in 

June ï a senior individual documentary from Downingtown 

West and a senior individual performance from Conestoga 

High School. 

 

Great news ï we received a check for $140,030 from the 

Longwood Foundation toward the HVAC project.  

Congratulations to Sachi Mallach, Director of Development, 

for all the work she put into securing this grant. 

 

I was informed on Tuesday, June 2, 2009, that the facility at 

Embreeville we have been using for the Greens Sale work will 

no longer be available to us.  We have a committee trying to 

identify a new location. 

 

Enjoy your summer! 

 

Tom Millichap, Volunteer Council President 

 

Volunteer Hours 
 

The Chester County Historical Society Volunteers have 

provided 8,263 hour of service year-to-date through May. 
 

 

Volunteer Badges 
 

Volunteers in need of a badge should contact Marjorie 

Feliciani at CCHS, phone 610-692-4800 ext 200, between the 

hours of 8:30 and 12:00, Wednesday through Friday. 
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Volunteers on the Move 
 

Museum volunteers are playing an instrumental role in the 

Horticultural Hall climate control upgrade.  The HVAC 

system (heating, ventilating and air conditioning) includes a 

chiller and boiler that is approximately 30 years old.  The 

whole system is in the process of being replaced.  This need 

was identified by the Facilities Committee, and the result will 

be greater energy efficiency and reliability throughout the 

entire building, including the galleries.   

 

So where do the museum volunteers fit in?  They are working 

diligently to pack and move museum collections that are 

stored in the attic where some of the current HVAC equipment 

is located.  In order to help get the objects out of the way of 

construction, volunteers have so far packed more than 250 

boxes and, working with staff, have moved ceramics, 

paintings, tinware, framed samplers, linen sheets, folding fans 

and exhibit props.  In addition, most staff members have 

volunteered some of their time to help with the move and three 

summer interns have joined the effort on a more regular basis.  

As of the time this article is being written, there is still much 

work to do.  However, all of these careful hands have made 

considerable progress.  It is greatly appreciated.  ï Ellen 

Endslow 

 
Overview ï one of four aisles in museum storage before packing. 
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Members Reception 

On April 22, 2009, CCHS held its annual members reception 

and orientation. The nearly ninety people who attended 

represented a broad spectrum of association with CCHS ï 

some had been members for over 25 years, others had just 

joined weeks before at the Chester County Antiques Show. 

Guests enjoyed a presentation on the history of CCHS, the 

opportunity to meet staff and fellow members, and a behind-

the-scenes scavenger hunt of the facility. 

If you would like more information on membership 

opportunities and programming, please contact Signe 

Millichap at smillichap@chestercohistorical.org or  

610-692-4800 x-206. ï Sachi Mallach 

 

(Photos by Ed Huberty) 

 


